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called a bind of spiritual chameleon, or taker-on.1 Any Mend
whose favour she had need of, she could flatter with peculiar
adroitness; could give in to his ideas so long as she could un-
derstand them; and, when they went beyond her own horizon,
could hail with ecstasy such new and brilliant visions. She under-
stood well when to speak and when to keep silence; and though
her disposition was not spiteful, she could spy out with great
expertness where another's weak side lay.
ceapteb VI.
melina, in the mean time, had been making strict inquiry
about the wrecks of the late theatrical establishment. The ward-
robe, as well as decorations, had been pawned with some traders;
and a notary had been empowered, under certain conditions, to
dispose of them by sale, should purchasers occur. Melina wished
to see this ware; and he took Wilhelm with him. No sooner was
the room opened, than our friend felt towards its contents a kind
of inclination, which he would not confess to himself. Sad as was
the state of the blotched and tarnished decorations; little showy
as the Turkish and Pagan garments, the old farce-coats for men
and women, the cowls for enchanters, priests and Jews, might be,
he was not able to exclude the feeling, that the happiest moments
of his life had been spent in a similar magazine of frippery. Could
Melina have seen into his heart, he would have urged him more
pressingly to lay out a sum of money in liberating these scattered
fragments, in fiirbishing them up, and again combining them into
a beautiful whole. " What a happy man could I be," cried Melina,
" had I but two hundred crowns, to get into my hands, for a be-
ginning, these fundamental necessaries of a theatre ! How soon
should I get up a little playhouse, that would draw contributions
from the town and neighbourhood, and maintain us all!" Wilhelm
was silent. They left these treasures of the stage to be again locked
up, and both went away in a reflective mood.
Thenceforth Melina talked of nothing else but projects and
plans for setting up a theatre, and gaining profit by it. He tried
to interest Philip a and Laertes in his schemes; and proposals were
1 Anempfinderin (feeler-by, feeler-according-to) is the new untranslateable
'word poorly paraphrased so. A new German word, first used here; the like of
which might be useful in all languages, for it designates a class of persons
extant in all countries.—ed.

